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Class and Family in MacDonald’s Eyes 
The	Victorian	middle-class,	in	MacDonald’s	eyes,	had	internalized	a	false	



















































































The Princess and the Goblin, The Princess and Curdie, and North 
Wind contradict	Victorian	notions	about	class,	poverty,	and	the	family	and	
Ideology of Class and Family | 17
introduce	interrogative	assumptions	that	aim	at	making	children	comply	










































































































































































































in	The Princess and Curdie when Irene’s	grandmother	stresses	the	nobility	
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of	Peter’s	family	and	aims	at	cultivating	it	through	Curdie.	She	addresses	







































Ideology of Class and Family | 23
in	harmonious	interaction	towards	what	MacDonald	calls	the	“family	tree.”	
Knowles	and	Malmkjær	suggest:
MacDonald’s noble family is wider than the nuclear. It is, in 
fact, universal, a family of human and beast, grounded in the 
divine guardian of all nature whom we meet in The Princess 
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